DAWSON COUNTY 4-H POLICY
Updated March 18, 2025

Membership Enrollment and Age Requirements
Dawson County follows the Montana State 4-H rules for membership age requirements. Youth age 8 on Oct 1st of the current 4-H may enroll as a full member. If a youth turns 19 years of age prior to Oct 1st of the current 4-H year, they are not eligible to re-enroll in 4-H.

Any youth that is 5 years old by Oct. 1st of the current 4-H year may enroll as a Cloverbud.

The junior division includes 4-Hers younger than 14, and the senior division includes 4-Hers 14 or older by Oct 1st. Some 4-H projects and programs have age requirements for participation and in that case Dawson County 4-H will follow Montana State Guidelines.

4-H members must be enrolled in 4-H in Dawson County by December 31st to participate in the current 4-H year.

Club Participation
The Dawson County 4-H Council encourages 4-Hers to join an organized club. However, member at large status may be granted for 4-H’ers with the agent’s approval. Members at large are encouraged to give a talk or demonstration at other club meetings and/or county demonstration day. It is also suggested that they attend at least two county functions. 

Projects and Record Book Guidelines
May 1st is the deadline for dropping or adding projects for the year. 

Record books are expected to be turned in the first Monday of October in order to gain credit for completing the year. 4-H members who do not turn in a completed record book will be ineligible to apply for state awards, leadership positions, or any out of county trip or camp. If a record book is not turned in the 4-Her cannot enroll in that project the following year. The following is the State standards for a complete record book:

· Enroll in and complete at least one project for the year.
· Identify and achieve at least 3 goals for the 4‐H year (October 1‐September 30)
· Submit your book to 4‐H Club or Project Leader which includes, as a minimum, the “My 4‐H Year” form, “ Non‐Animal Project Journal and Financial Record” and/or “Animal Project Journal and Financial Record.” You may include other things to personalize your book (i.e. photos, articles, ribbons, memorabilia)
· Complete all sections of the “My 4‐H Year” journal form. Club Leader signs.
· Participate in at least 3 additional learning activities during the 4‐H year and record them in your journal (i.e. speeches, demonstrations, judging, public presentations, etc.)
· List any awards and honors received – both in 4‐H and other
· Complete the “Non‐Animal Project Journal and Financial Record” for each non‐animal project. Project Leader signs.
· Complete the “Animal Project Journal and Financial Record” for each animal project. Project Leader signs.


If the record book is found incomplete, the 4-H member will be notified by the Extension Office and has one week to reach minimum standards for completeness.  

See DC Livestock Policy for additional project requirements.

Gold Seal Record Book –To receive a gold seal, members must complete the above requirements in addition to those listed below. 

· Record Books must be turned in by 5:00 P.M. on the first Monday of October.
· Complete journals and project books for ALL projects in which a member is enrolled in
· Record Books that are returned to youth to complete are not eligible for Gold Seal.
· Books should be neat and legible and in a binder
· Have a minimum of 7 items listed in the “What I did, What I learned” section of each record.

Fund Raising
Dawson County fund raising events for the year shall be our spring fruit sale and the 4-H food booth at the fair. 

It is recommended each kid sell a minimum of 5 boxes, 8 for a family to remain in good standing. Members will earn 10% of their total sales for fruit credit to be used towards camp, clinics, congress, livestock sale expenses, shooting sports, etc. 

All members are required to work at least one shift in the food booth each year at the fair. Fair entries will not be accepted until the member has signed up for a shift. If the member fails to work their shift, or find someone to cover their shift, they will forfeit their premium check that year at the fair.

Trips and Transportation Reimbursement
Applications to attend trips and events are to be turned into the Extension Office for approval by the agent. No transportation costs will be reimbursed without prior approval of the agent. The Dawson County 4-H Council will pay the current State rate for 4-H related trips on a county basis. The council will pay $150 per room or the actual costs of the room if it is less than $150. 

There may be a deposit required for some trips. The deposit will be returned if the member attends the event. If no deposit is required and for some reason the member is unable to attend, the individual member will be responsible for whatever fee is not refunded.

Leaders will preregister for trips on their own and turn in receipts upon return for reimbursement.

Participants are expected to follow guidelines and codes of conducts for all trips. Failure to comply may result in being sent home at their own expense and the member may not be eligible for future trips.

Any member that takes a county paid trip will be required to work 2 shifts in the food booth during fair of that 4-H year. If they fail to work two shifts, they will not be eligible for a county paid trip in the following year. 

State Trip and Ambassador Age Requirements
Dawson County 4-H will follow the state age requirements for all state trips and ambassador qualifications.

Congress
Members may go as a volunteer to Congress one year with their trip paid by the council. Members are welcome to go as a volunteer in subsequent years, but their trip will not be paid for by the 4-H Council. 

Members whose Congress trip is paid for by the county are responsible for the cost of a t-shirt or sweatshirt if they choose to buy one. 

Dues
There are no county dues assessed to Dawson County 4-H members. Clubs may have dues on their own level. Leader dues and background check fees for new leaders are paid by the Council.

Literature Costs
Each 4-H family will be responsible for paying for their own literature if over $10 per piece. The council will only pay for literature of one book per project per member. If the 4-H member does not complete the project, then they are responsible for the cost of the literature, or they must return it to the office. If the books are lost, the member is responsible for the cost of ordering new material.

Miscellaneous
Each club is responsible to turn in their year-end financial 1% statement before 4-H taxes are due.

Upon completion of 7 years as a 4-H member (not to include Cloverbud years) each member will be eligible to receive a 7-year award at Achievement Day. The award will be of the members choosing, up to $100. The member must have completed and turned in their record book to complete their 7th year before the award will be purchased.

If the project records are complete, the project will be counted as completed. It is not necessary to show projects at the fair. Indoor projects may be brought to the fair by someone else if the member is unable to attend for some good reason.

Grievance Policy 
Dawson County does have a grievance policy in effect. The procedure to voice a concern follows:  1.) visit with the county agent, 2.) file a grievance form. The state policy on grievance procedure will be followed. A copy may be obtained from the Extension Office or from the State website.

Code of Conduct
The 4-H Code of Conduct will be completed yearly on ZSuites. The consequences of breaking the 4-H code of conduct, including alcohol, drug and tobacco use at a 4-H event will be determined by the County Agent and 4-H Council. 

Media Release
The media release will be completed annually on ZSuites. 

Policy Agreement Form
The policy agreement form must be signed by parents and members annually acknowledging agreement to this 4-H Policy and the 4-H Livestock Policy.















4-H Code of Ethics

All 4-H members and their families are expected to conduct themselves in a positive, honest, sportsmanlike manner during all 4-H shows and activities. Losing gracefully is just as important as winning humbly. The following practices are prohibited:
1.)  Unsportsmanlike conduct such as abusive language to show officials, other exhibitors or spectators is prohibited.
2.)  Criticizing or interfering with judges, show officials, other exhibitors or spectators while at the fair or any 4-H activity may result in an individual or group being asked to leave and/or being prohibited from further participation in the 4-H activity or fair.

VIOLATIONS:
Any violation of 4-H rules and regulations may result in forfeiture of participation in county 4-H activities up to and including expulsion from or probation from Dawson County 4-H Activities. Probation, disqualification, expulsion or other disciplinary action will require application for readmission under such terms as the 4-H Council may prescribe before the individual is allowed to participate in future 4-H activities. The Dawson County 4-H Council reserves the right to interpret rules and regulations and arbitrarily settle all differences and questions.

Policy agreement to be signed and handed in to the Extension Office before member is eligible for any and all 4-H activities and to be considered an active member:

We the parent(s) and members of the _____________________ family sign to the fact that we have received, read, and do agree to the following:

____4-H Policy
____Livestock Policy (if member is in livestock project)

________________________________________________ Date:________________________
Parent /Guardian of 4-H Member

________________________________________________ Date:________________________
2nd Parent/Guardian of 4-H Member (optional)

________________________________________________ Date:________________________
4-H Member

________________________________________________ Date:________________________
4-H Member

________________________________________________ Date:________________________
4-H Member

________________________________________________ Date:________________________
4-H Member


________________________________________________ Date:________________________
4-H Member

________________________________________________ Date:________________________
4-H Member
